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	News at a Glance
· Kindergarten News
· 1st Grade News

· 
2nd Grade News
· 
3rd Grade News
· 
4th Grade News

· 
ELL Welcome

· Music Notes
· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "_Physical_Education_News_1" 

PE News

· 
PTO News



Remember Dates
· Sept. 6 –  No School Labor Day
· Sept. 10 – Titans Pride DAY wear team attire!

· Sept. 15 – Progress Reports go home

· Sept. 16 – 3rd Grade Performs PTO  -6:30 p.m.

· Sept. 24  - Lunch Bunch  

· Sept. 24 – 
· FUN RUN FUND RAISER & COOK OUT 

· Sept. 30 – PTO meeting - Cafeteria
See  helpful sites at

http://westmeade.net/Library/ParentPage.htm
This includes many things to do with your children 

See Student Links Page 
http://www.westmeade.net
.

Check out our Highly Qualified Staff!
View information about the qualifications of each Westmeade faculty member and educational assistant by clicking on this website:

http://www.k-12.state.tn.us/tcertinf/search.asp



Just type in the teacher’s last name and first name to look at their qualifications.

If you receive this on-line you can simply

Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the many clickable links!

For corrections or comments about the newsletter contact Westmeade Elementary
6641 Clearbrook Dr.

Nashville, TN  37205

(615)353-2066 ext.8

	From the Principal
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I can’t remember a more exciting start to the school year. Welcome to our many new and returning students and parents! The Westmeade Fun Run and Cook Out is Sept. 24th and promises to be an exciting and healthy way to raise funds to help our school.  The fun run takes place during specials that day and parents are encouraged to join their children!  The Cookout runs (pun intended) from 5:00 – 7:30. If every child earns $100 for the fun run we will not need any other fundraisers this year!!  This will be our first opportunity to get better acquainted with each other.  To find out how you can help contact Melaina McGregor at melainam@yahoo.com .  We’ll be featuring healthy foods, a tasting from local farmers, and mums will be on sale to help support our new Gardening Partnership with Good Food for Good People.  There will be a slide show in the library to explain how our garden program is growing and changing to support healthy and smart kids at Westmeade.
 

We have 473 students this year, and have added some new faces and programs including a Numeracy Coach to work with children on math in the same way that our Reading Specialist, Ms. Clendening, works with students for reading!  We also have added two English Language Learning teachers to help our new international students.   Just this week we have added two new Kindergarten teachers to accommodate our huge numbers in Kindergarten.  Keep current on changes at our Webpage - http://www.westmeadees.mnps.org/site183.aspx  

-          A few reminders –
1.  Dismissal moves quickly if we all remember a few tips.  
· Pull up directly behind the car in front of you in line.  If we don’t leave gaps we have more children exit the building with each movement of the cars.
·  Remind your student to listen carefully for their line position (MIDDLE or SIDEWALK).  After kids get used to this – they usually exit the building with minimal adult help which speeds things up as well.
· For safety we ask children never to cross between cars.  We also ask that you load children on the right side of your car which helps prevent a child from straying into the path of a car.
· Be sure your students know they are Bus or Car riders in the morning.  If you want a child to alter how your child goes home, be sure to send a signed note.  
· Always wait to be directed to move your car.  NEVER pull out of the line.  You never know when a child might dart out! 
 

2.  Please be sure for safety that students wear tennis shoes to Physical Education..

 

3.  Our students have begun composting leftover food from the cafeteria.  The compost will be used in our raised bed gardens.  By spring we will have 3 additional raised beds which will provide a garden for each grade level at Westmeade.  Please check out our Garden Wiki for more information about gardening at our school, and our new Garden Club!
Why READ?
To be a winner! by Barbara ClenDening, Reading Specialist
To read the map and directions for that bike park you’ve been wanting to try

To figure out how to fix the leaky faucet, the one that drips now and then

To learn when to plant trees in the fall and flower bulbs for spring

To follow your grandmother’s recipe for your favorite cookies

To play a favorite board game as a family on Game Night

To catch the clues and solve the mystery before the author tells you answers

To go to the public library and hear the storyteller 

To know news and events in the community and the global world

To experience fun and adventures without leaving your own home

To try a new decorating idea for a room in your home

To read a great book and tell someone they have to read it

To soothe or calm a child with a lullaby or bedtime story

To offer congratulations, sympathy or appreciation to family and friends

                                And many more reasons. . . . Enjoy! 
Reading 20 minutes-a-day + AR = A+ Readers!  
Accelerated Reader helps kids develop independent reading skills and become independent readers.  Students earn points toward prizes and attend AR parties at the conclusion of each 9 week grading period when they meet their AR goals.  Students read books at their reading level and take a computer generated test.  You can track their progress toward their goal by logging on to AR from our webpage. 
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You will receive a letter detailing how to do this.  Almost all books in our library are marked for AR levels. That means that they have a colorful sticker on the spine that tells students the book’s grade level.  Students have taken a STAR test to determine a reading range from which they can choose books to read and test on.  

When they check out of the library one book is within that range.  Their second selection is entirely up to them.   Children are not limited to our library books for tests. Thousands of books are in the test banks so books from home or the public library will work for AR.  Check here to see if the book is AR here is the address -  http://www.arbookfind.com/UserType.aspx  Students set AR goals with their teacher.  They compete against themselves and celebrate when they achieve their personal goals.  Come in, take an AR test for fun, then chat with Ms. ClenDening, our reading specialist or me if you have questions!
LUNCH BUNCH – Friday Sept. 24th
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Abe’s Honest Words  by Ellen Rapport is September’s selection for Lunch Bunch.  This year we will be reading and voting on the Tennessee Volunteer Book Award list.  Nationwide the Children’s Choice awards are the only awards selected by children themselves.  Tennessee’s selection is called the Volunteer State Award.  You can read more here. http://www.discoveret.org/tasl/vsba.htm
From the time Abe was a young in the forests of the unsettled Midwest, Abraham Lincoln knew in his heart that slavery was wrong. His days were filled with learning, from history to literature to mathematics, preparing himself to one day lead the country he loved out of slavery. We will read this book first then discuss it at the lunch and go over the plans for the year’s LB’s.  Lunch is at  11:30 and I will provide sodas in the library.   
Celebrate the Constitution Sept. 13-19th
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Each year Mr. Breese issues a challenge to students to learn the Preamble to the Constitution and treats all those who learn it to pizza on Friday!  Last year we had 107 students who memorized the entire Preamble!  You can go to out weblink to help your student learn it and experience some of the things that they will do during that week to help them understand the remarkable gift we have in our founding documents!

http://westmeade.net/constitution.htm   You can also see last year’s students reciting the Preamble at http://www.westmeadees.mnps.org/Page61994.aspx
Westmeade Garden Time!  

It is that time of the year…students will be experiencing the garden – planting, finding worms, adding compost to soil, and seeing how what we grow turns into something wonderful!  We need volunteers who will help do the prep work this year.   We will move the herbs into the butterfly garden.  We will be weeding and amending soil in preparation for our raised beds producing a fall harvest!  If you can help… email Ms. McIntyre  or call at 353-2066 ext.3.   There will be an announcement soon about an after school  Garden Club for kids.  We’ll send out an announcement SOON!  We have an active but small group of parents who are working with us.  Thanks to Mike and Amanda Street, Denise Obriant, and Tammy Keown have put in many hours.  Be sure to thank them when you see them!Check our garden wikii to see what has been accomplished last year and how to work within that.  We WELCOME NEW IDEAS!  Watch for dates and times!
Erin Timmis will be here on Sept. 11 at 1:00 p.m. to teach healthy snacks.  To register email karen.mcintyre@mnps.org
Kindergarten Parents -- Has anyone told you how wonderful you are today?  

SPECIAL THANKS TO KINDERGARTEN PARENTS who helped us the first few weeks when our class sizes were so LARGE!!  Your help in the classroom and especially in the Cafeteria was so much appreciated.   Ms. Zelizer, Ms. Stephens and Ms. Birdwell all want you to know that they think you are WONDERFUL!  Your help in getting the children used to the Cafeteria Procedures was truly priceless!

Remember to send lunch items that are easy for your child to open.  Thanks again for your support!
PTO News!  

So many wonderful opportunities are coming to help us as we shape our school and get to know one another!   
· Sept. 11, 1:00 p.m. --- Healthy Snacks – Come let Chef Erin teach you some great new tricks!  And enjoy tasting too!
· Sept 13-17 Constitution Week!  Help your child memorize the Preamble and enjoy pizza with Mr. Breese on Friday!
· Sept. 16, 6:30 – 3rd Grade Performance - PTO
· Sept. 24, Great Westmeade FUN RUN & COOK OUT @ 5:00 -7:30pm  – The Fun Run will take place during specials and parents are welcome to join their children on the track, watch, or help out. Our goal is for each child to raise $100 that day while emphasizing health by running!  If we meet our goal we  will make our budget for the entire year and we will not have any other fund raisers!  The cookout will be from 5-7:30 that night. Please come and enjoy good food and good people!  Meet some of our local farmers at our “farmers market” where you can buy great locally grown mums ---for every mum you buy we get help with our great Gardening Curriculum and Activities from Good Food for Good People!  There will be wonderful local food fresh from the garden to taste and a program outlining how our Garden and PE programs help all of us be healthier – see it in the Library!

· Sept. 30, 6:30 is our monthly PTO planning meeting --  Fall Festival (Oct. 28) will be an important topic!!  We need volunteers!  Contact Melaina McGregor at melainam@yahoo.com
Don’t miss our FB page – your can search for Westmeade and find it -- There is a Kohl's Cares program where a school can win $100,000..wouldn’t that be grand!!
Music Notes- 
[image: image6.wmf]Music has a wonderful student teacher this fall working closely with Ms. Hollins.  3rd Grade is working hard on their program set for Sept. 16th and 4th graders are learning a lot about musical comedy as they prepare for their debut in Halloween Misfits a production about fitting in and feeling good about who we are!  It will be October 12th!
ELL News   
A warm welcome to English Language Learners at Westmeade Elementary! Our ELL teachers are here to support English Language learners while they develop academic language proficiency in the classroom. They provide instruction and support in and out of the students’ classrooms to develop their oral and written English language skills. 

 

“We’ve had a great start and feel very welcome here at Westmeade!” said, Ms. Miller. Ms. Miller taught 1st grade here last year and will be working with Kindergarten and 1st graders.  Ms.Angulo is new to Westmeade, and is our 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade ELL teacher.  You can find their information on our webpage.
 
Kindergarten News   
 Kindergarten has been learning about me, myself and others. We have learned about ways we are alike and different, but most importantly that our differences make us who we are and that makes us unique and special. We have made boy/girl graphs and graphs that helped us to compare groups with different hair and eye color. 
In math we learned that we can sort objects by their likenesses and differences. In spite of our large numbers in kindergarten, we have been working hard on learning new routines and skills. We are excited that two new teachers will be joining us soon to help alleviate our huge class size.
1st Grade News
First graders came back to school ready and eager to learn!  We’ve enjoyed getting acquainted in our classes.  We have many different cultures and languages represented!   We’ve all discussed citizenship, and made citizenship chains to help us remember what good citizens do.  Good citizens follow the rules and practice the Westmeade Way: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe.  The students also brainstormed ideas about why we need rules and what might happen if we didn’t have rules! Chaos!
We are talking about good reading habits.  We’ve identified the parts of a book, and the parts of a story, including beginning, middle, end, and characters.  We have also been studying rhyming words, and made Dr. Seuss rhyming hats! 

Are you left or right handed?  We have graphed the answers during math!  We’ve counted and tallied data for our class graphs.  We also counted Lucky Charms Marshmallow shapes and Skittles colors and graphed those results, too!    
We are all special!  We’ve learned about each other’s families, what we like to do, and our favorite things.  We are growing great first grade communities!
 2nd Grade News
Second grade is off to a busy start!  In Math we are learning all about place value and in Language we are working on the four kinds of sentences.  We're excited to begin our hands-on Science kit about "CHANGES" and look forward to our second grade service project....recycling and composting!
3rd Grade News
 We are so glad to be back in school and learning! We have been getting to know our new classmates and learning about building communities.  In Math, we are working on place value to ten thousands and number forms (standard form, work form, and expanded form).  Third graders have planted seeds and are learning about the plant life cycle, plant parts and their functions.  We hope you will consider being involved in the garden this year.  There is nothing like actual experience over time to help kids really understand what they are seeing as the plants grow and change!  

Writing sentences with the correct capitalization and punctuation is all the talk in Language.  Third graders have also read some great stories and learned about story elements (character, setting, and plot}.  We are so excited about this school year and can't wait to see what we will be learning next!!! 

4th Grade News
Fourth graders have already hit the ground running this school year!  We have been working on reviewing skills from third grade and have begun to learn new skills for fourth grade.  We will soon be working on multiplication and division.  Electricity will be flowing in all of our classrooms, as we learn about electric currents and circuits.  We are looking forward to the Fun Run on September 24.  In music, we will be presenting a play for our 4th grade program on Tuesday, October 12.  It is called “The Halloween Misfits” and should be a very fun production.
Physical Education News  

Titans Football Friday celebration September 10th through NFL Play 60. Have the kids show their Titan spirit by wearing Titan colors or jerseys on that day. 

We’re off to an enthusiastic start! We learned about boundaries, general space and self space and how it pertains to safety in the gym. In  K & 1st we learned about locomotor movements while 2nd - 4th has had extensive training in physical education centers and stations. Once kids learn how to use each station or center we can concentrate on many skills with smaller groups as some of the kids use those stations.  We are going to be starting Punt, Pass, and Kick soon for grades 2 -4. 

· We’ll be kicking off a running club that will meet after school to earn miles towards being a Dragon runner, volunteers needed and wanted.  This club is open to teachers, students, and parents, with the ultimate goal to have everyone running or walking as a lifestyle choice and to build school spirit.  
· Commitment is important in sports and in life.  We have been talking about commitment with all students.  We use a poem made famous by Tim Duncan to help explain commitment.  “Good, Better, Best never let it rest until your good is better and your better is best.”  Refer to our PE Wiki to stay current with what is going on in physical education.  http://pewestmeade.wikispaces.com/














