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	News at a Glance
· Grade Level News
· Garden News
· How to help my student with AR
· Be an AR Parent
· Readers are winners!
· Southern Festival of the Book
· School Counseling
Remember Dates
· Oct. 6 –  PTO FALL FEST Planning meeting – 6:30pm Cafeteria

· Oct. 13th – Lunch Bunch 11:30 am

· Oct. 14- 21 – Fall BREAK

· Oct. 27th  – Fall Festival
· Oct. 28th  – Scary Stories in the Library
· Nov. 14-19th To the Bookfair and Beyond!
See  helpful sites at

http://westmeade.net/Library/ParentPage.htm
This includes many things to do with your children 

See Student Links Page 
http://www.westmeade.net
.

Check out our Highly Qualified Staff!
View information about the qualifications of each Westmeade faculty member and educational assistant by clicking on this website:

http://www.k-12.state.tn.us/tcertinf/search.asp



Just type in the teacher’s last name and first name to look at their qualifications.

If you receive this on-line you can simply

Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the many clickable links!

For corrections or comments about the newsletter contact Westmeade Elementary
6641 Clearbrook Dr.

Nashville, TN  37205

(615)353-2066 ext.8

	From the Principal
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We’ve had an incredible beginning to school this year.  So many changes and so much positive to report!  Our PTO is focusing on helping us communicate and create community.  Thanks to all parents who are helping make this happen.  
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The Westmeade Conservancy donated a classroom set of their new book Noah and the ARC to our library and our 2nd grade will be using it for an exciting series of lessons about the environment we must protect in Westmeade.  As a culminating activity we will host Walden’s Puddle, animal rescue, again this year on November 4th.  This local group of dedicated animal lovers regularly rescues injured species in our area.  They depend on donations and we hope to, once again, collect things that they need in addition to assisting them by providing funds to support their important work.

Students will meet some of the animals who are cannot be returned to the wild and, learn what to do if they encounter a wounded animal in need of help.  This is always a great learning experience for our students!

Our school garden had a productive summer and we are ready to plan for next year.  Our garden and several families will be featured on an episode of Volunteer Gardener on WPLN at 9:30 p.m. on October 6th and at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday Morning October 9th.   We were early adopters in the School Garden Network which is now numbers 47 school gardens.   If you would like to be involved in the garden please email Mr. Way or Ms. McIntyre.   Our garden is much larger, thanks to Eagle Scout Lucas Cauthen who installed raised beds and beautiful modifications to our butterfly garden.  We welcome Julie Simpson, Tennessee Master Gardener, who is going to help us organize and plan our gardening experience.  The garden offers opportunities for students and staff in science, writing, healthy eating, fitness and service learning. 
This year more than 200 students memorized the Preamble to our Constitution. We will celebrate with pizza in the library on Friday, Sept. 30th. Watch for the video coming soon on the webpage.  

We are looking forward to a great year of fundraising!  Be sure to read our upcoming weekly PTO newsletter, which will inform you of all of the various opportunities to become involved! Our PTO raises funds that are critical to the success of our school – please find a way to donate your unique talents and gifts! Be sure to “like” our page on Facebook (Westmeade Elementary) and get involved!  The Fall Festival takes place on October 27th and is a favorite Westmeade tradition -- its purpose is to bring us together as a school family in a really fun environment!  You won’t want to miss it!
Traffic Around the School

Thank you for your help in keeping our children safe during arrival and dismissal times by driving slowly and patiently around the school.  I know the morning arrival entrance to our school grounds can be hectic at times, and we appreciate everyone’s cooperation and patience as students arrive and are dismissed.  Please remember that if you are dropping off in the car line, your child needs to be ready to exit the car on the right as you come to a stop in the drop off area.  If you need to talk to your child or come in the building, we ask that you park by the office and use those doors.
To the Book Fair and Beyond and Beyond – Nov. 15-20th 
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We are counting on you to help make this fair exciting for our kids and a great fundraiser for our AR program and Library.  There will be lots of family activities and fun, and there is plenty to do.   Check out our Book Fair Homepage by clicking on the link on the link on our Student Link Page -- http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/westmeade
In addition to being able to shop our school fair, we have an online FAIR feature this year which allows you or relatives far from home to shop at our book fair.  Check out the online link on the homepage.   If you can volunteer to work the book fair during any of our open hours, WE really need you!  If you would be willing to help us with publicity, decorating, setting up or taking down, call Ms. McIntyre 353-2066 ext 8, or email her at karen.mcintyre@mnps.org
LUNCH BUNCH – Oct.13th 
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What started out as a great book for boys has turned into a series of great graphic novels that prove once again that a good book is just that – a good book.   It’s not attached to any particular group or gender.  

If your child has his/her own copy – just be sure their name is in it when you send it to school with them.   It will be fun to read and share with our kids.  On October 13th, we will gather in the library for Lunch Bunch – Brown Bag (with drinks provided by Ms. Mc) and a lively discussion of the book!    We’ll be making our own journals just like author Jeff Kinney.  Check out a site where you can read the book online!

If you haven’t read this book you might enjoy sharing it with your student and remembering life in middle school with humor and grace!  
Inch-by-inch, row by row come and watch our garden grow… Join us Oct. 10th at 6:30p.m.  
[image: image6.png]SOUTHERN

FESTIVAL oF




Come join us to help plan for the garden for the coming year.  October 10th at 6:30 we will meet in the library to make plans for the coming year.  

Bring your kids (they can use the computers in the lab). We will meet in the library with some fresh faces.  Ginger Sands will present an opportunity for our students to experience her musical talents.   We will introduce Julie Simpson, successful entrepreneur and Tennessee Master Gardener, who will be helping us set our agenda for the coming year.

Be part of this exciting activity here!  RSVP so Ms. McIntyre knows how much to provide in the way of light treats…. Karen.mcintyre@mnps.org  or call 353-2066 ext. 8 to let her know.
How to help your student with AR
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Accelerated Reader is a program that encourages students to develop an independent reading habit by allowing them to select books on their own that have a sticker on the spine indicating the book’s reading level.  After they read the book, they may take a computer-generated test that helps them connect the text to facts.   As students read and take tests they accrue points.  When they reach agreed upon goals that they set with their teachers, they earn the right to come to an AR party and win prizes.  

Don’t push too hard.  Offer gentle encouragement and read with your student for 15 – 20 minutes each night.  It is a great activity just before bedtime.  You can check on your student’s progress online at AR Home Connect at http://www.westmeade.net in the Parent BOX at the bottom of the page.  You can also find out whether books you got at the library or those in your personal library are AR books at the AR Book Finder link on the same page.  You can even use the AR Goal Setter to estimate with them how many points they can earn!  All these things help students take charge of their own learning.
You are welcome to come to the library at any time and experience what it is like to take an AR test --- as teachers will tell you it is not as easy as you might think.
Be an AR ROOM PARENT!  
WE need help in making these AR parties really memorable.  The library needs some “Room Parents” for AR – if you would like to be a party planner (it is great fun to see the kids at these events), please let Melaina McGregor know.  You can reach her @218-1457.
Readers are WINNERS!
If your student read 2-5 books this past summer send a note to Ms. McIntyre and they will be featured on the WMES News and receive a free Sonic Bookmark that will entitle them to a free ice-cream cone! 
The Southern Festival of Books:  Oct. 12-14th on Legislative Plaza in front of the downtown library! 
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Celebrated each year during the second full weekend of October, this FREE EVENT is open to the public. No advance registration or tickets are required. All seating is on a first-come basis.  Meet some of America's most popular authors and hear them read from their books and take questions.  All this happens in the hearing rooms of the Tennessee Legislature, located beneath Legislative Plaza (main entrance at 6th and Union) and in the Tennessee Capitol Building (main entrance on Charlotte). All signings take place in the Author Signing Colonnade, located at the top of the steps leading from Legislative Plaza to War Memorial Auditorium. 
Grade Level News 

This year we will feature stories about the various grade levels as they come to us, but for information about what teachers are doing on each grade level we hope you will visit their wikis.   Simply click on Wikis in the Parent box at the bottom of our student link webpage and then click on the grade level to find your student’s teacher.  http://www.Westmeade.net 
New Assistant in the Library 

We welcome Melaina McGregor who is familiar and beloved since she was our PTO president last year!  Some of our children already know her sweet smile.  Be sure to say hello if you are in the neighborhood.  “Ms. McGregor” has three children, 2 dogs and one cat, not to mention her husband who owns a masonry business locally.
She enjoys making jewelry and working with children.  She is also an excellent organizer, a talent we always need in the library
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Next month we will feature our new teachers. They fit into our faculty so well we feel like they have been here forever! 
School Counseling News!  

Our guidance classes have started and students will be coming home talking about our fabulous lessons! If you want more information about what will be happening in our Guidance classes this year, please visit Ms. Mayberry’s Westmeade School Counseling wiki! The address is http://westmeadeschoolcounseling.wikispaces.com/. You’ll not only find information about the Guidance classes there, but also information about District and State Assessments, GradeSpeed, and upcoming events and activities for the school.

 

The Standard School Attire (SSA) Clothes Closet is in need of clothes! The SSA Closet, housed in the School Counseling office, is short on all sizes of pants and shirts. We keep this stash of clothes on hand for accidents of all kinds and rainy days when a student has gotten soaked from head to toe. If you have SSA clothes that your child has out-grown, please consider donating them to our closet. We also take shoes, socks, clean underwear, and any help at keeping the closet organized.




